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AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS 

Please amend Fig. 1 of the original drawings as shown in the "Replacement Sheets" to 
insert the new reference numeral 10 having a lead line to a face of the optical elementl5a, as 
requested by the examiner. 
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REMARKS 

This is in full and timely response to the Official Action mailed on June 5, 2006. A 
Petition to Extend the Time for this response to within the first extended month accompanies this 
submission. Reexamination and reconsideration are respectfully requested. 

Priority Acknowledgement 

It is noted with appreciation that the Action acknowledged the claim for priority and 
receipt of the certified copy supporting that claim. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

It is further noted with appreciation that the Action was accompanied by three initialed 
IDS forms showing consideration of the references there submitted. 

Drawings 

The drawings were objected to for failing to show the reference numeral 10. Fig. 1 has 
thus been amended to include a new numeral 10 having a lead line to a face of the optical 
element 15b nearer to the outside of the apparatus (where the eye E is located) than the optical 
element 15a. Support for the change is found in the description of Fig. 1 and the text at least at 
pages 6 and 8. Withdrawal of the objection is in order. 

Rejection of claims 1 and 12 under 35 USC 1 12 

Claims 1 and 12 were initially rejected as indefinite, it apparently not being clear from 
the claim which optical member is further away from the outside than another. Claims 1 and 9 
are thus amended to overcome that difficulty by referring to at least a pair of optical members, 
wherein one of the pair of optical members is arranged nearest to the outside of the apparatus, 
and the other is nearer to the inside of the apparatus, referring to elements 15b and 15a 
respectively as shown in Fig. 1 and discussed in the text. Withdrawal of the rejection is in order. 

If the examiner had a different point in mind when making the rejection, he is invited to 
telephone the undersigned to resolve any remaining issues. 
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Rejection of claims on the basis of cited art 

Claims 1 to 4 and 9 to 12 were rejected as allegedly being anticipated by Kawamura '072 
for the reasons noted in section 5 spanning pages 3 and 4 of the Action. Claims 5 and 7 were 
rejected as unpatentable. over Kawamura '072 in view of Fujieda '828 for the reasons noted in 
section 7 on pages 4 and 5 of the Action. Finally, claim 8 was rejected as unpatentable over 
Kawamura '072 in view of Takai '682 as set forth in section 8 on page 5 of the Action. 

In contrast, claim 6 was indicated to be allowable. Since claim 6 depended on original 
claim 1, its subject matter was migrated to claim 1 so that amended claim 1 is patentable for 
reasons indicated by the examiner. Claims 6 and 1 1 are thus cancelled, and claims 2 to 5 and 7 
to 10 retained as dependent on a now allowable amended claim 1. 

In addition, claims corresponding to newly-amended claims 1, 3, 4, 7, and 8 are added as 
claims 12 to 16 for consideration. These new claims are submitted to distinguish over references 
previously applied to these claims in their original form. A copy of these new claims 
corresponding to the original claims with interlining and deletions is attached in draft for the 
convenience of the examiner in seeing how the original claims morphed to the newly-added 
claims, and their bases for distinctions over the cited references. 

In view of the above amendment, applicant believes the pending application is in 
condition for allowance. 
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Applicant believes no fee other than the extension fee is due with this response. 
However, if a fee is due, please charge our Deposit Account No. 18-0013, under Order No. 
WEN-0023 from which the undersigned is authorized to draw. 



Dated: October 5, 2006 




bmitted, 



i No.: 24,104 
I, FISHMAN & GRAUER PLLC 
Correspondence Customer Number: 23353 
Attorney for Applicant 



Attachments: Annotated Drawing Sheet 

Replacement Drawing Sheet 

Appendix for Examiner's information only 
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APPENDIX FOR EXAMINER'S INFORMATION ONLY 

12. (Amended Claim 1) An ophthalmic apparatus for examining an eye to be 
examined, the apparatus comprising: 

a transparent window for separating an inside and an outside of the apparatus; 
an examination light projecting optical system, having a first light source and being arranged 
on the inside, for projecting examination light onto the eve which is at an examination 
position in front of the window on the outside through the window; 

a photo an examination light receiving optical system, having a photodetector and being 
arranged on-aa the inside of th e apparatus and having optical m e mb e rs , for photo-receiving the 
examination light reflected from the eye which is at-an the examination position on an outsid e of 
th e apparatus through the window ; 

a -an alignment index light projection optical system, having a second light source and 
being arranged on the inside of th e apparatus and having a light sourc e, for projecting d e t e ction 
alignment index ligh t toward th e optical m e mber arranged n e arest to th e outsid e of the apparatus 
onto the eye which is at the examination position through the window ; and 

a photod e tector an alignment index light receiving optical system, having an image 
pickup element and being arranged on the inside, for photo-receiving r e fl e ct e d detection the 
alignment index ligh t when the light sourc e is lit in a state whore reflected from the eye4s-*iet 
plac e d at the examination position through the window ; and 

an abnormality d e t e ction m e ans for d e t e cting abnormality of th e optical m e mb e rs bas e d 
eft abnormal reflection detecting means for comparing an output signal level from the 
photodetector or the image pickup element when the first light source or the second light source 
is lit in a state where an reflection object is not placed in front of the window on the outside. 
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with a reference level and detecting abnormal reflection of the examination light or the 
alignment index light at the window by checking presence of the output signal level beyond the 
reference level; and 

informing means for informing an operator of a detection result by the abnormal 
reflection detecting means . 

13. (Amended Claim 3) The ophthalmic apparatus according to claim 12, wherein 
the abnormality det e ction m e an s abnormal reflection detecting means obtains a difference 
between an the output signal level of the photodetecto r or the image pickup element when the 
first light source or the second light source is lit in the state where the reflection object is not 
placed in front of the window on the outside and an output signal level of the photodetector or 
the image pickup element when the first light source or the second light source is not lit in the 
state where the reflection object is not placed in front of the window on the outside , and d e t e cts 
th e abnormality based on a r e sult of comparison b e tw ee n compares the obtained difference and a 
with the reference level. 

14. (Amended Claim 4) The ophthalmic apparatus according to claim 12, wherein 
the photodetector includes an image pickup element , and the abnormality det e ction unit detects 
th e abnormality by analyzing an image picked up by the imag e pickup el e m e nt . 

15. (Amended Claim 7) The ophthalmic apparatus according to claim 12, further 
comprising a rotation unit which rotates the first light source or the second light source and the 
photodetector or the image pickup element in synchronization about an optical axis. 
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16. (Amended Claim 8) The ophthalmic apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising a mobile lens for changing a position conjugate with the photodetector or the image 
pickup element . 
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